
Meadlake Ditch flooding in 2014 caused by excessive landfilling

1. Excessive landfill levels on both sites of the Meadlake Ditch has created a 900m long dam
parallel to Norlands Lane and Coldharbour Lane on what was a floodplain .

In the 2014 floods the only flow path for floodwater in the west side of Egham Hythe was through the
Meadlake Ditch via a 1.50m culvert under Norlands Lane and a poorly set culvert in Thorpe Park
that was blocked .



















10 .  Meadlake Ditch flooding in 2014 caused by excessive land-filling

Questions that need to answered

a.  Was the overfilling of the Coldharbour Lane site deliberate (i.e. planned) or the result of
negligence on the part of the EA, Surrey County Council and / or the landfill company ?

• The Coldharbour Lane site was supposed to be returned to agricultural use when it 
was completed . 

b.  Who was responsible for allowing this to happen ?

c.  What were the planned final landfill levels of the west side of the Meadlake Ditch in 
1998 and what they are now ?

 We are mainly concerned about the level of planned drainage channels/paths that 
don't exist at the moment . 

d.  What are the agreed final land levels for both the east and west banks of the RTS 
channel between the A320 (Chertsey Lane) and Norlands Lane .

e.  What can be done to protect the western side of Egham Hythe for the next eight years 
before the RTS channel is actually brought into service ?

 In the last three years nothing has been done other than the removal of the 
diversion culvert that we arranged and managed ourselves . If nothing is done and 
the Thames gets into the Meadlake Ditch again we will have the same drainage 
problems we witnessed in  2014 . The ditch will also need to be pumped out again .

f.  Confirm whether  the request for details about proposed modifications to land levels on 
the Coldharbour Lane site mentioned by Emma Booth ( Black & Veatch ) at the last RTS 
Workshop has been passed on to her .

g.  Confirm how much lower the upstream floodwater level in Egham Hythe ( 14.90m in 
2014 )  would have been reduced by if a shallow drainage channel / path set below 
13.10m had been provided on the Coldharbour Lane side of the ditch .

h.  Confirm whether the current land levels of the land to the west Meadlake Ditch between
Green Lane and Norlands Lane were used in the ' flood model ' referred to in the 
Meadlake Briefings . 

i.  Confirm that the EA and other agencies are aware that , in the event of a repeat of the 
February 2014 flooding due to what are man-made problems , they will be open to claims 
for both retrospective damages from 2014 and corporate negligence .

j.  How much was paid to SCC and other agencies to allow the landfill levels on the sites to
be exceeded ? 

12th March 2017 


